
The Child and Adolescent Development (CHAD) major focuses on the developmental processes that 
occur from conception through the end of adolescence. Students gain a comprehensive overview of 
typical and atypical development through exploration of empirically-derived milestones across 
biological, cognitive, and psychosocial developmental domains.  Course topics focus on developmental 
trajectories, theories, developmental research methods, ethics, and contexts of development. 
Throughout the curriculum, special emphasis is placed on the interaction of the individual and 
environment in the unfolding of development. Students acquire knowledge through exposure to 
relevant scientific literature, research projects, observations, and fieldwork. The curriculum provides 
students with a variety of tools to acquire, communicate, and disseminate information so that they may 
develop a lifelong pursuit of developmental inquiry. Majors receive an excellent foundation for 
subsequent careers working with children and adolescents in various fields including research, 
education, health care, public policy and advocacy, the law, and counseling.   

The CHAD major will include a mix of some courses that are also part of the PSYC major and other 
courses that are specifically CHAD (with “CHAD” as the prefix). But students who intend to become 
CHAD majors can begin in Fall to work on some of the PSYC courses that will count toward the CHAD 
major, even before you can formally declare the new major.  The PSYC courses offered in Fall that will be 
usable for the CHAD major are: 

PSYC 100, 210, 220, 230 (lower-division) 

PSYC 328 

PSYC 330 (PSYC-major version only starting in Fall 2014) 

PSYC 332 

PSYC 334 

PSYC 341 

PSYC 342 

PSYC 343 

PSYC 348 (PSYC-major version only starting in Fall 2014) 

PSYC 356 

PSYC 395  

If you want more information about the CHAD major, we will be putting up a new web page for it, linked 
to the Psychology home page www.csusm.edu/psychology, over the summer.  If you have a question 
that can’t wait, contact Professor Sharon Hamill (shamill@csusm.edu, office hours Monday 10-11 and 
Thursday 9-10). 


